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Battling papers strike deal in copyright lawsuit

By WILLIAM PACK
Advocale staff wnter

nm_._._.cz Weekly Baton Rouge has agreed to
settle its copyright violation claim against the
monthly newspaper Venue without a monetary

‘penalty, Venue's attorney said Monday.

Attorney Leonard Cardenas 111, representing
Venue, also said the settlement would not con-
tain any admissions or concessions by either
side, if the final agreement toinicides with the
preliminary agreement the twb sides reached.

'+ Advised by the parties that they had reached

an agreement in principle, U.S. District Judge
Ralph Tyson signed an order Friday provision-
ally dismissing Gambit’s lawsuit.

The judge said Hie Jawsuit could be reopened

The judge said the lawsuit could be
reopened within 60 days if a settle-
ment is not concluded.

within 60 days if a settlement is not concluded.

Gambit sued Venue on June 16 contending
the monthly newspaper infringed on Gambit's
copyright by taking the wording from Gambit's
restaurant listings and using it in most of
Venue's restaurant listings.

Venue officials have denied they copied
Gambit's listings but admitted the wording of
their restaurant guide was similar because the
restaurants provided much of the content.

Al MHE

Venue agreed in late June to change the
wording of its restaurant listings beginning in
the July issue.

Gambit Editor and co-owner Clancy DuBos
said the settlement represents a compromise in
which each side wins and loses some points.

“All sides are satisfied with it and are ready
to move forward so both sides can continue
publishing,” DuBos said.

He declined to discuss details of the settle-
ment because they are not final.

But DuBos said the details would be divulged
when the settlement is filed in court, probably
within the next few weeks.

The lawsuit was filed just months after each
newspaper had published its first edition in
Baton Rouge.
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